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father, who said, *I like not to marry my son with a portion of
my daughter's tears.n
The return of the prince and duke without the infanta, said
Laud, was greeted with 'the greatest expression of joy by all sorts
of people, that ever I saw'.2 The reason for this rejoicing was
that Englishmen felt delivered from the fears, that had beset
them for the last six or seven years, that a Spanish match would
mean the ruin of protestantism in England and on the Con-
tinent.3 The country in general was quite willing to support
Charles and Buckingham in a war against Spain. When par-
liament met anti-Spanish sentiment ran high. Eliot probably
expressed the feelings of the majority when he said: *Arc we poor?
Spain is rich. There are our Indies. Break with them; we shall
break our necessities together-'4 On the other hand the sugges-
tion that simultaneously war should be waged on land for the
recovery of the Palatinate was now coldly received. Such a
plan, one member stated, is 'not fit for the consideration of the
house in regard to the infinite charge9. These views were re-
flected in the address accompanying the grant of £300,000,
which was to be expended by the direction of commissioners
appointed in parliament and was voted in order to achieve four
objects: the defence of the realm, the securing of Ireland, assis-
tance of the United Provinces (again at war with Spain), and
equipment of the navy.5
Charles and Buckingham, whose influence over James was
now so strong that they virtually ruled the kingdom, favoured
war on a large scale. Their desire to be avenged for the failure
of the Spanish match made them willing enough to listen to
parliamentary voices calling for a naval war, but they were also
anxious for a war on land to recover the Palatinate* Therefore
English ambassadors were soon journeying in all directions,
seeking alliances. It proved easy to arrange a treaty with the
Dutch (5/15 June 1624) by which England agreed to pay 6,000
soldiers to aid them in their struggle for independence. Negotia-
tions for a French marriage treaty made speedy progress, and
the announcement of its conclusion was generally welcome,6
A force under Mansfeld, a soldier of fortune, was assembled at
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